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Introduction
As you move forward with your life after being involved in the juvenile
court system, this guide provides information about what obstacles may
lie ahead and how to prepare yourself.
The court and police paperwork about your case is called your “juvenile
record.” This record can affect your life for years to come. But you can still
pursue your goals and build a bright future by understanding the barriers
caused by a juvenile record and knowing what to do and where to go to
get help.
The road forward may have some challenges — but we hope this guide
will show you that progress can be made and there is a community of
advocates in New Mexico who are here to help you succeed.

“
A journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step.” – Lao Tzu
1

Glossary
Adjudication: An adjudication is when a juvenile court judge decides that
you broke the law. It is not a conviction.1
Collateral Consequences: Collateral consequences are the ways that

your juvenile record can create challenges for you as you move forward
with your life, like getting a job, applying for college, finding a place to live,
joining the military, or simply obtaining a driver’s license.

Defense Lawyer: Your defense lawyer is the lawyer who defended you in

your juvenile case. This person may have been from the public defender’s
office or appointed by the judge. Your defense lawyer’s job is to defend your
rights and to make sure the court hears your point of view in your juvenile
case. Your lawyer may also be able to help you after your case is over.

Juvenile Court: This guide uses the term “juvenile court” to describe the
court that decides whether a young person has broken the law. This court
is called the “Children’s Court” in New Mexico.
Juvenile Record: Your juvenile record includes the court records related
to your juvenile case.
Sealing: If your juvenile record is sealed, the record will no longer be

available to the public and you can deny the offense ever happened.2
Getting your record sealed may help you overcome some of the collateral
consequences described in this guide.

Taken into Custody: If you are under 18 and picked up by the police, it is
called taken into custody instead of being arrested.3

Youthful Offender: If you were charged with certain serious offenses

and were at least 14 years old, the Children’s Court judge could classify
you as a “youthful offender.”4 If you are classified as a “youthful offender”
and given an adult sentence, you will have an adult criminal record and the
information in this guide does not apply to you.5 This guide focuses only on
the consequences of a juvenile record.
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Making the Most of This Guide
Having a juvenile record can get in the way of future opportunities. The
barriers created by your juvenile record are called “collateral consequences.”
This guide provides basic information about the collateral consequences of
a juvenile record in New Mexico and what you can do to overcome them.
Every young person’s situation is different. Depending on the charge you faced
in court, you may have a suspended driver’s license or trouble enrolling back into
school. The Summary Chart on page 6 tells you which collateral consequences
are addressed in this guide, and where in the guide to look for more details. You
can read the entire guide or jump to the sections that matter most to you.
Following the discussion on collateral consequences, you will find a
Resources section. There are many organizations in New Mexico that are
available to help you address the problems you are facing. The Resources
section includes contact information for your local public defender office
and organizations that can assist you with education, housing, immigration,
and other collateral consequences.
This guide only talks about the consequences of juvenile court involvement
— not adult criminal convictions. Sometimes when youth are charged
with serious crimes, they are charged or sentenced as an adult and tried
in criminal court even though they are under 18 years old. Here, we only
focus on juvenile records.
Because the law is always changing, some of the information in this guide
might become outdated. Also, this guide does not discuss every collateral
consequence or every detail of each consequence. You can contact the
lawyer who represented you in juvenile court or someone at your local public
defender office to make sure you have the most current information you need.
This guide is only intended to provide information, not legal advice.

A juvenile adjudication
is not a conviction.
3

Talking About Your
Juvenile Record
It’s important to pay attention to the specific words used when someone
asks you a question in an interview or when you’re filling out an application.
If you are asked if you have a conviction or if you have ever been convicted
of a crime, you can answer “No,” as long as you do not have any adult court
convictions. A juvenile adjudication is not a criminal conviction.6
In New Mexico, many juvenile records are available to the public, which
means information about your case could show up on a background check
done by colleges, employers, or landlords.7
So, it’s important that you are prepared to answer questions about your
juvenile record.
Tips on how to talk about your juvenile record:
•	
Talk with the lawyer who represented you in your juvenile case

or a lawyer from your local public defender office to learn how

you should answer questions about your juvenile record. A lawyer can
provide you with specific advice on how to talk about your juvenile
court involvement.

•	
The person interviewing you may not understand that a juvenile

adjudication is not the same thing as a criminal conviction, so
you may need to explain that an adjudication is not a conviction.
•	
Be brief and don’t give too many details.

-	For example, you can simply say: “I have a juvenile adjudication from 2017.”
-	A lawyer can help you figure out what exactly to say if you are asked
for specific information about your juvenile adjudication.
-	It may be ok to say something like, “I have worked hard to move past
that part of my life and hope we can focus on my goals and what I can
offer as an employee/student.”

•	
Talk about how you have learned from your past.

“I am sorry
about what happened. I have learned a lot since then, and I realize it is
important to work hard and move my life in a more positive direction.”
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•	
Avoid blaming others.

It is important to focus on the positive things
you have done since your juvenile court involvement. Blaming others will
not take the focus off you. Instead, it may make your interviewer think
that you are not ready to take on new responsibilities.

•

Focus on the positive things you are doing in your life.

	
-	I have good grades.
- I graduated from high school (or completed my GED).
	
- I’m attending college.
- I volunteer with_______________________ (organization).
	
- I have a job at_______________________.
	- I help take care of my younger siblings.
	
-	I help with household responsibilities, like chores and running errands
for my parents.
•	
Practice! Sometimes

it is hard to talk about your juvenile court
involvement. Practice with a lawyer, friend, or mentor to make sure you
feel comfortable.

•	
Ask for a letter from a mentor, teacher, or other trusted leader

that talks about your skills and strengths. The letter can help show

the employer or school that you work hard, show up on time, follow the
rules, have a positive attitude, and are able to do the job or complete the
educational program.

CAUTION! Many juvenile records are
available to the public and could show
up on background checks done by
colleges, employers, or landlords.
5

New Mexico Collateral Consequences
Summary Chart

MY JUVEN I L E RECORD
Page 11
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1. W
 ho can look at my
juvenile record?

Many juvenile records are
available to the public, which
means information about
your case could show up on
a background check done by
colleges, employers, or landlords.

2. C
 an I keep people from
being able to look at my
juvenile record?

All juvenile records can be
sealed, which means that it
would no longer be available
to the public and you can act
as if your juvenile record does
not exist.

3. C
 an my juvenile record
be used against me
in later juvenile or
adult cases?

Maybe. Having a juvenile record
can sometimes lead to more
serious consequences in a
later case.

4. I s my record treated
different if I was classified
as a “youthful offender”?

Maybe. If you were classified as a
“youthful offender” and received
an adult sentence, you will have
an adult criminal conviction and
most of the information in this
guide will not apply to you.

S C HO O L
Page 15

5. W
 ill my juvenile record
affect my ability to
go to my local public
school?

Maybe. Your juvenile record may
affect your ability to continue to
attend the same school.

6. C
 an I get accepted into
college, technical school,
or a trade program if I
have a juvenile record?

Yes, but you may need to say you
have a juvenile record on some
college applications or your
juvenile record may show up on
a background check, which could
affect the school’s decision to
accept you.

7. C
 an I get a federal student
loan to help pay for
college, technical school,
or a trade program?

Your juvenile record should not
impact your ability to get federal
student loans to help pay for
school.

J O B S A N D THE MILITARY
Page 19

8. C
 an I get a job if I have
a juvenile record?

Yes, but you may need to say
you have a juvenile record on
some job applications or your
juvenile record may show up on
a background check, which could
affect the employer’s decision to
hire you.
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New Mexico Collateral Consequences
Summary Chart (Continued)

J O B S A N D THE MILITARY (Cont.)
Page 19

9. C
 an I join the military if I
have a juvenile record?

Maybe. Your juvenile record may
make it harder for you to enlist in
the military.

I M MI G RATI O N
Page 21

10. W
 ill my juvenile record
affect my immigration
status?

It’s complicated. Your juvenile
record might affect your ability
to remain in the United States.

P U BL I C B EN EFITS AND HOUS ING
Page 23

11. C
 an I get public benefits
(food stamps, Medicaid,
SSI, and TANF) with a
juvenile record? What
happens to my benefits
if I am locked up?

8

You should be able to get public
benefits with a juvenile record.
But, getting locked up might
affect things like food stamps
(SNAP), Medicaid, Supplemental
Security Income (SSI), and
Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF).

P U BL I C B EN EFITS AND HOUS ING
Page 23

12. C
 an I live in public
housing or rent an
apartment if I have
a juvenile record?

Maybe. A juvenile record may
limit your public housing options,
depending on the type of offense
and where it happened. Because
many juvenile records are public
and can appear on background
checks, private landlords may
find out about your juvenile
record, which could affect the
landlord’s decision to rent to you.

OT H ER CO N S EQUENCES
Page 25

13. Do I have to register on
the sex offender registry
if I have a sex offense on
my juvenile record?

No. New Mexico does not
require you to register as a sex
offender if you have a juvenile
adjudication for a sex offense.

14. C
 an I get or keep my
driver’s license or state
ID if I have a juvenile
record?

Maybe. The judge may suspend
your driver’s license if you are
adjudicated for certain offenses.
Your juvenile record should not
impact your ability to get or keep
a state ID.

9

New Mexico Collateral Consequences
Summary Chart (Continued)

OT H ER CO N S EQUENCES (Cont.)
Page 25

10

15. C
 an I vote if I only have
a juvenile record?

Yes. Your juvenile record does
not impact your right to vote.

16. C
 an I serve on a jury
if I only have a juvenile
record?

Yes. Your juvenile record does
not impact your ability to serve
on a jury.

17. C
 an I own or carry a
gun if I have a juvenile
record?

Having a juvenile adjudication
does not affect your right to
lawfully own or carry a gun in
New Mexico.

Collateral Consequences
in New Mexico
Note to the reader: This section includes endnotes (small numbers at the end
of a sentence or phrase that correspond to additional information at the end of
the guide). The endnotes often tell you what laws or rules apply to the sentence
containing the endnote number.

							

					

MY JUVENILE RECO R D

1. Who can look at my juvenile record?
Some of the district Children’s Courts keep juvenile records confidential,
while others make them available to the public.8 This means that, depending
on what the court does in your area, your juvenile record may be open for
anyone to look at unless it is sealed.9 Getting your juvenile record sealed
would prevent most people from being able to look at it, and it would
prevent your juvenile record from showing up on most background checks.
For information on how to seal your record, go to Question 2.
Information about your juvenile court involvement can be shared with your
school in certain circumstances.10 Go to Question 5 of this guide for more
information about when your school may be told about your juvenile court
involvement and what impact that could have on your ability to continue
attending the same school.
Your record could also be shared with the Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) if
your license was suspended as a result of your juvenile court involvement.11
Go to Question 14 for more information about how your juvenile record
might impact your driver’s license.
For help with finding out whether the juvenile court that heard your case
has kept your juvenile record confidential or has made it available to the
11

Your juvenile record may be open
to the public unless it is sealed.
public, contact the lawyer who represented you in juvenile court or go to
the Resources section at the end of this guide to find contact information
for your local public defender office.

2. Can I keep people from being able to look at my juvenile record?
All juvenile records in New Mexico can be sealed.12 Getting your
juvenile record sealed means that very few people will be able to look
at your record, and it will prevent your record from showing up on most
background checks done by colleges, employers, or landlords.13
Depending on your current age, there are two ways to seal your
juvenile record:
	(1) If you are under 18 years old, you can file a request with the juvenile
court after either:
		 ●	
two years

have passed since you were released from custody or
probation (supervision) or

		 ●	
two years have passed since the last court order in your case (if you

were not placed on probation (supervision) or put into state custody).14

12

	You cannot have been charged with (1) an adult criminal felony, (2)
certain adult criminal misdemeanors, or (3) a juvenile offense in the two
years prior to filing your request to seal your record.15
	You will need to show the court that you have “good cause” to get your
record sealed.16 You could tell the judge that having your record sealed
may keep you from having to report it on applications or keep your
record from showing up on background checks. Getting your juvenile
record sealed would make it easier for you to go to college, get a job, or
locate housing. You may also explain that you completed everything you
were supposed to do for your juvenile case, and you would like to keep
your record from blocking opportunities in the future.
	(2) If you are 18 years old or older, you can file a request with the
juvenile court after you have been released from custody or probation
(supervision).17 To be eligible to seal your record, you cannot have
any open or pending juvenile court cases.18 Some juvenile courts may
automatically seal your record when you turn 18.19 You should file a
request yourself to make sure your record actually gets sealed.
In your request to seal your record, you must also specifically ask the
court to seal the police records (arrest records, fingerprints, etc.) related to
your juvenile court involvement.20
If you were taken into custody or brought to juvenile court but no petition
was filed, or if the petition was dismissed (without an adjudication), your
juvenile record should be automatically sealed.21 This includes successful
completion of a time waiver, when the prosecutor drops your case, or
the judge or jury decide you did not commit the offense with which you
were charged.
Once your record is sealed, you can act as if your juvenile record does not
exist.22 If you are adjudicated for another offense or convicted of a crime
after having your juvenile record sealed, the court can unseal your record.23
Getting your juvenile record sealed prevents it from showing up on most
background checks. However, your juvenile record may still show up in a
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) background check – which may be
required for jobs related to working with finances, children, vulnerable
adults, law enforcement, the federal government, or the military. You
13

Once your juvenile record is sealed,
you can act as if your juvenile record
does not exist.
should be prepared to briefly explain that your juvenile adjudication is not
the same as a criminal conviction. Follow the tips on page 4 on how to
talk about your juvenile record.
It’s important to confirm your record has been sealed. Also, make sure to
get a copy of your complete court record before it is sealed because the
court may not be able to give you records that have been sealed without
special permission. This is especially true if you have any interest in joining
the military.
For help with or questions related to sealing your juvenile record, contact
the lawyer who represented you in juvenile court or go to the Resources
section at the end of this guide to find contact information for your local
public defender office.

3. Can my juvenile record be used against me in later juvenile
or adult cases?
Maybe. A judge could look at your juvenile record when deciding on the
disposition of a later juvenile case.24 If you are ever convicted for a felony
in adult criminal court, the judge can look at your juvenile record when
deciding what sentence to give you.25

4. Is my record treated different if I was classified as a
“youthful offender”?
If you were charged with certain serious offenses and were at least 14
years old, the prosecutor could have asked the court to categorize you as a
“youthful offender,” which allowed the judge to give you either a juvenile or
14

adult sentence.26 If the judge gave you a juvenile sentence, then you have a
juvenile adjudication and the description of collateral consequences in this
guide apply to you. However, if you received an adult sentence, then you have
an adult criminal conviction and most of this guide does not apply to you.27
For questions related to whether you were classified as a “youthful
offender,” contact the lawyer who represented you in juvenile court
or go to the Resources section at the end of this guide to find contact
information for your local public defender.

					

SCHOOL

5. Will my juvenile record affect my ability to go to my local
public school?
Maybe. Your juvenile court involvement may impact your ability to stay
at the same school. Your school can look at your juvenile record.28
Your school is allowed to suspend or expel you if you committed an
unlawful offense while on school property or at a school-sponsored
activity.29 School officials must follow certain rules and procedures to
suspend or expel you from school. A lawyer or other education advocate
can help you challenge the suspension or expulsion decision and
understand the process and your rights.
If your school decides to suspend you for one to ten days, your principal
must provide you with the reason for the suspension and explain the
evidence against you.30 You must also be given an opportunity to explain
your side to the principal and challenge the suspension.31
If your school decides to suspend you for longer than 10 days or expel
you, the school must give you and your parents written notice of the
disciplinary action; reasons for the long-term suspension or expulsion;
and the date, time, and place of the hearing to challenge the disciplinary
15

“ Talk to a lawyer or other knowledgeable
adult about what to say in a school

meeting because what you say can be
used against you in a juvenile or criminal
court case.
16

”

action.32 If you do not attend the hearing, you will not be allowed to
challenge the suspension or expulsion.33
If you bring a gun, something that could explode, or some other deadly
weapon to school, the school must expel you for at least one year.34 However,
the school is allowed to modify this requirement on a case-by-case basis.35
You can challenge the school’s decision to suspend or expel you, but you
should do so right away. A lawyer or other knowledgeable adult can help
you prepare for what to say. Go to the Resources section at the end of
this guide for contact information for organizations that may be able to
assist you.

6. Can I get accepted into college, technical school, or a trade
program if I have a juvenile record?
Yes. Pay close attention to what the application asks about your record.
If the application asks if you have a conviction, you can answer “No,”
if you only have a juvenile record and no adult record. A juvenile
adjudication is not a conviction in New Mexico.36 If the application asks
about adjudications, you will likely need to include information about your
juvenile record unless your record has been sealed.
Applications for most colleges and universities in New Mexico do not ask
about convictions or adjudications. However, the application for Eastern
New Mexico University includes questions about your juvenile court
involvement. Therefore, you should be prepared to talk about your juvenile
record and follow the tips on page 4.
The Common Application (Common App) is an application used by more
than 800 colleges and universities around the country. The Common
App no longer asks all applicants to answer questions about juvenile
and criminal records. However, it does allow colleges to ask about these
records on their supplemental forms, which must be turned in with the
Common App when applying to their school.
Many applications ask about school discipline violations. You may have
to report any school discipline violations, even if they are related to your
sealed juvenile record.
17

Before you begin an educational, technical, or trade program designed for
a particular job, you should first check to make sure you can get licensed
to do that job once your program is completed. For instance, if you have
certain serious adjudications on your record, you may not be allowed to
work as an emergency medical technician (EMT). Go to Question 8 for
more information about how a juvenile record might affect your ability
to get a job. The Resources section at the end of this guide has contact
information for organizations that may be able to help you understand
job licensing requirements.

You can be accepted into college even
with a juvenile record. Don’t let your
juvenile record keep you from applying!

7. Can I get a federal student loan to help pay for college, technical
school, or a trade program?
Yes. To apply for a federal student loan to help pay for college, you must
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA
asks whether you have been convicted of a drug charge while receiving
federal student loans.37 If you only have juvenile adjudications, you can
answer “No” to this question — even if your juvenile record includes a drugrelated offense — because this question is asking about adult convictions,
not juvenile adjudications.38 And if you have never received federal student
aid before, you can also answer “No” because the question is asking if you
were convicted while receiving federal financial aid.

18

							

					

JOBS AND THE MILITARY

8. Can I get a job if I have a juvenile record?
Yes. Most job applications ask about convictions. If you do not have
any adult criminal convictions, you can answer “No” because a juvenile
adjudication is not a criminal conviction.39
However, many juvenile records are available to the public and may show
up on a background check run by your potential employer.40 Getting
your juvenile record sealed could prevent it from showing up on most
background checks.41 Go to Question 2 of this guide for information about
sealing your juvenile record.
Even if you get your juvenile record sealed, your record may still show
up in a FBI background check – which may be required for jobs related
to working with finances, children, vulnerable adults, law enforcement,
security, the federal government, or the military. You should be prepared to
briefly explain that your juvenile adjudication is not the same as a criminal
conviction. You can follow the tips on page 4 on how to talk about your
juvenile record.
Just like you need a driver’s license to legally drive a car, some jobs
require you to have an occupational license in order to do certain work.
For example, barbers, electricians, emergency medical technicians,
nurses, and teachers must have occupational licenses. The application
for an occupational license might ask about your juvenile record. Please
remember to read the questions on the application carefully so that you
answer only what is asked.

9. Can I join the military if I have a juvenile record?
Maybe. Your juvenile record might make it harder for you to join the
military. Generally, the U.S. military does not treat juvenile records any
differently than adult records. If your record involves selling drugs,
19

“ Remember if an application asks

whether you’ve been convicted of
a crime, you can answer “No” as
long as you do not have any adult
court convictions.

20

”

domestic violence, or a felony, you may need to request special permission
(a waiver) to enlist.42 If your record includes a juvenile adjudication involving
a sexual offense, you will not be able to join the military and no waivers are
available.43 Each branch of the military has different rules about waivers. For
more information, visit www.usa.gov/join-military or contact a recruiter.
You may need to give the military a copy of your juvenile court paperwork,
even if your record has been sealed.44 Make sure to get a copy of your
complete court record before it is sealed because the court may not
be able to give you records that have been sealed without special
permission. Go to Question 2 of this guide for information about sealing
your juvenile record.

					

IMMIGRATION

10. Will my juvenile record affect my immigration status?
Maybe. Talk to an immigration lawyer to find out whether your juvenile
record affects your ability to stay in the United States or obtain legal U.S.
resident status in the future. If you’re adjudicated for certain types of
offenses, it will be more difficult to get legal immigration status.45
To help your lawyer figure out possible ways that you can get immigration
status, tell your lawyer if you:
•	
Have

been abused, neglected, or abandoned by a parent;

•	
Have

been a victim of human trafficking or sex trafficking, or the victim
of any crime; or,

•	
Are

undocumented or have a green card or other type of legal status,
such as a U visa.

Remember: Everything you tell your lawyer is confidential. This means
your lawyer can’t share anything you tell them without your permission.

21

“ If anyone from the FBI or ICE asks

you questions, especially about your
immigration status or where you were
born, you do not have to answer their
questions without a lawyer.

22

”

If you’re undocumented or don’t have legal status, even just being taken
into custody can cause problems. If you’re taken into custody or arrested
by the police, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) may try to pick
you up when you are released from the local jail or detention facility.
For help with immigration issues, go to the Resources section at the end of
this guide to find organizations that may be able to provide you with legal
representation in immigration matters. You can also find more information
in the Immigrant Legal Resource Center’s Guide for Immigrant Youth:
www.ilrc.org/living-united-states-guide-immigrant-youth.46

					

PUBLIC BENEFITS A N D HOU SIN G

11. Can I get public benefits (food stamps, Medicaid, SSI, and
TANF) with a juvenile record? What happens to my benefits
if I am locked up?
Yes, you should be able to get most public benefits with a juvenile record.
If the application asks about convictions, and you have only juvenile
adjudications and no adult convictions, you can answer “No” because
a juvenile adjudication is not a conviction in New Mexico.47
Getting locked up in a juvenile facility might affect things like food
stamps (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program—SNAP), Medicaid,
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF).48 Your parents may not be able to receive SSI checks for
you, and your family’s SNAP and TANF assistance could be reduced while
you are locked up in a juvenile facility. If you have health insurance through
Medicaid and you are sent to a secure juvenile facility, ask your lawyer,
case manager, or probation officer for help to make sure your Medicaid is
reinstated when you are released.
For help with public benefits, go to the Resources section at the end of this
guide for contact information for the legal aid office in your area.
23

12. Can I live in public housing or rent an apartment if I have
a juvenile record?
Maybe. You and your family may not be allowed to live in public housing
if you are involved with certain criminal activities — especially drugs
or violence — even if you don’t get arrested or go to court.49 In some
situations, you may not be allowed to live in public housing at all; for
example, if you have to register on a sex offender registry for your entire life
or if you are convicted of making meth while on public housing property.50
You may be able to challenge a housing authority’s decision to evict you
or deny your housing application. Housing authorities are required to give
you a hearing if you are denied housing or evicted for illegal activity.51
Many public housing and private rental applications ask about convictions.
If you do not have any adult criminal convictions, you can answer “No”
because a juvenile adjudication is not a criminal conviction.52 Some
applications may ask about arrests, probation, or adjudications, and you
may need to answer “Yes” to these questions if your juvenile record has not
been sealed. Each housing application is different, so you should read the
questions carefully.

A juvenile adjudication
is not a conviction.

24

Many juvenile records are available to the public and may show up on a
background check run by the local public housing authority, private rental
company, or landlord.53 You should be prepared to briefly explain that
your juvenile adjudication is not the same as a criminal conviction. You can
follow the tips on page 4 on how to talk about your juvenile record.
Generally, you do not need to talk about your juvenile record if your record
is sealed. Getting your record sealed allows you to act as if you were never
involved in juvenile court and would prevent your record from showing
up on most background checks.54 Go to Question 2 of this guide for
information on sealing your juvenile record.
For help with housing issues, go to the Resources section at the end of this
guide for contact information for the legal aid office in your area.

					

OTH ER CONS EQUEN C E S

13. Do I have to register on the sex offender registry if I have a sex
offense on my juvenile record?
No. New Mexico does not require you to register as a sex offender if you
were adjudicated for a sex offense in juvenile court.55 However, even
though your name might not be on a public sex offender registry, your
record may be open to the public unless it is sealed. Go to Question 2 of
this guide for information on how to seal your juvenile record.
Even though New Mexico does not require you to register as a sex
offender, other states may. If you move or stay more than a few days in
another state, that state could require you to register because of your
juvenile sex offense adjudication. Contact a lawyer to make sure that your
plans will not negatively affect you.
If you have any questions about juvenile sex offender registration,
contact the lawyer who represented you in your juvenile case or go to the
25

Resources section at the end of this guide to find information on how to
contact someone at your local public defender office.

14. Can I get or keep my driver’s license or state ID if I have
a juvenile record?
Maybe. If you were adjudicated for certain offenses related to drugs or
alcohol and were 15 years old or older at the time, the juvenile court judge
may have suspended or taken away your driver’s license for 90 days.56 If
you were adjudicated for a second drug or alcohol-related offense, the
judge could have suspended your license for a year.57 The suspension may
show up on your driving record and increase the cost of car insurance.
In addition, employers may request to see your driving record, and a
suspension could affect the employer’s decision to hire you.
If your license has been suspended or revoked, you can apply for a limited
license at the Motor Vehicle Division (MVD).58 A limited license would
allow you to drive to and from work, school, or court-ordered programs.
Your juvenile record will not impact your ability to get a state ID. If you
were placed in a juvenile facility, ask your case manager, probation
officer, or lawyer to help you get a state ID after you are released. A
driver’s license or state ID is required for employment, housing, medical
assistance, and many other important opportunities and resources.

“

If you have a sex offense on your record and you
want to move or stay more than a few days in
another state, contact a lawyer first to make sure

”

your plans will not negatively affect you.
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15. Can I vote if I only have a juvenile record?
Yes. Your juvenile record will not impact your right to vote.59

16. Can I serve on a jury if I only have a juvenile record?
Yes. Your juvenile record will not impact your ability to serve on a jury.60

17. Can I own or carry a gun if I have a juvenile record?
Having a juvenile adjudication does not affect your right to lawfully own or
carry a gun. However, keep in mind that, in most instances, no one under
the age of 19 is allowed to possess a handgun.61 Additionally, your ability
to own or carry a gun may be restricted if you are convicted of a felony as
an adult.62
The law on carrying and owning guns is complicated, so make sure you do
more research or talk to a lawyer for advice.
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Resources
Local Public Defender Office
Most counties have a public defender office and/or individual attorneys
that provide legal representation to all young people who cannot afford
an attorney and are accused of breaking the law in New Mexico. Your
local public defender’s office or the attorneys who provide juvenile
defense services in your county can help you understand the eligibility
requirements and process for sealing and expunging your juvenile record,
and may be able to represent you in the matter. To find the contact
information for the public defender office in your county, visit
www.lopdnm.us/districtoffices or call 505-395-2888.

New Mexico Legal Aid
New Mexico Legal Aid provides free legal services to people below
a certain income level. They can help with housing, public benefits,
education, immigration, employment issues, domestic violence cases,
family law, and other types of cases that can cause serious problems in a
person’s everyday life. Your local legal aid office may also be able to help
you with juvenile record sealing and expungement. If you want to apply
for legal help, call 833-545-4357 (Monday-Thursday, 10am-4pm). To find
a legal aid office in your area, visit www.newmexicolegalaid.org/aboutus#simple-toc-6 or call 505-243-7871. For more information, visit
www.newmexicolegalaid.org.

Disability Rights New Mexico
Disability Rights New Mexico advocates for the rights of people with
disabilities in New Mexico. They can help students with developmental
disabilities receive proper special education services in private or public
schools or other settings. To find the policies and procedures that schools
must follow when suspending or expelling students with disabilities,
visit https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/
Chapter-7-Discipline-Behavior.pdf. For help, call 800-432-4682. For more
information, visit http://www.drnm.org.

Native American Disability Law Center
The Native American Disability Law Center provides advocacy, referrals,
and educational resources to all Native Americans with a disability living
in the Four Corners area. They help those who have been discriminated
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against because of their disability, abused or neglected, or wrongly denied
a service. To get help, call 800-862-7271. Their office is located at 905
West Apache Street in Farmington. For more information, visit
www.nativedisabilitylaw.org/what-we-do.

Pegasus Legal Services for Children
Pegasus provides legal services to young people. They help with education,
emancipation, access to health and mental health care, and obtaining birth
certificates and other identification documents. They also assist clients
with child custody, visitation, and child support for young parents. Pegasus
prioritizes services to youth who are homeless, parents, or transitioning from
foster care. They are located at 3201 Fourth Street NW in Albuquerque. For
more information, visit http://pegasuslaw.org/ or call 505- 244-1101.

University of New Mexico School of Law Clinics
The University of New Mexico School of Law clinical program provides
legal assistance to help with public benefits, emancipation, disabilities,
name or gender change on state identification documents, and other
legal needs of young people involved in the juvenile court or child welfare
systems. To get help, call 505-277-5265. For more information, visit
http://lawschool.unm.edu/clinic/sections/child-and-family-justice-clinic.html.

National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC)
Contact NJDC if you’re having trouble finding a public defender, legal
aid attorney, or other legal help with the collateral consequences of your
juvenile court involvement. We will do our best to find someone to assist
you. For more information, visit www.njdc.info or call 202-452-0010.

IMMIGRATION
Catholic Charities of Southern New Mexico –
Las Cruces and Roswell
Catholic Charities of Southern New Mexico provides low-cost or free legal
immigration services to those in Southern New Mexico. They can help with
citizenship, adjustment of status, family petitions, green card renewals,
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), Special Immigrant Juvenile
Status (SIJS), visas for crime or trafficking victims, deportation, asylum, and
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other immigration matters. They are located at 125 W Mountain Avenue
in Las Cruces and 510 S Lincoln Avenue in Roswell. To get help, call their
Las Cruces (575-527-0500) or Roswell (575-622-1636) office. For more
information, visit www.catholiccharitiesdlc.org/immigration_legal_services.

Center for Immigration and Citizenship Legal Assistance –
Albuquerque and Santa Fe
The Center for Immigration and Citizenship Legal Assistance (CICLA)
offers low-cost immigration representation in matters involving Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), Special Immigrant Juvenile Status
(SIJS), work authorization, citizenship, petitions for permanent residence
or other lawful status for family members, and victims of domestic
violence or sexual assault. They do not handle cases involving deportation
or removal. They have two offices: 2010 Bridge SW in Albuquerque and
1234 San Felipe Avenue in Santa Fe. To get help, call 505-724-4662
(Albuquerque) or 505-424-9789 (Santa Fe). For more information, visit
www.ccasfnm.org/immigration.html.

New Mexico Immigrant Law Center – Albuquerque
The New Mexico Immigrant Law Center provides legal representation in
immigration matters involving survivors of crime, asylum, citizenship and
residency renewals, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS). They are located at 625 Silver
Avenue SW, Suite 410 in Albuquerque. To get help, visit www.nmilc.org/
get-help-2 or call 505-247-1023. For more information, visit www.nmilc.org.

Santa Fe Dreamers Project
Santa Fe Dreamers Project provides free legal services to immigrants,
particularly to renew Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
benefits; obtain citizenship; challenge detention and deportation; seek
permanent residence for family members; and obtain U-Visa, VAWA,
and T-Visas for those who have been victims of violent crime (especially
domestic violence and trafficking). They are located at the 1213
Mercantile Road in Santa Fe. To get help, call 505-490-2789. For more
information, visit www.santafedreamersproject.org.
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HOUSING
Amistad Crisis Shelter – Albuquerque
The Amistad Crisis Shelter provides short-term housing for young people
between 12 and 17 years old. They offer housing, crisis intervention,
counseling, recreational activities, life and social skills training, educational
assistance, job training skills, and other support services. They are located
at 1706 Centro Familiar SW in Albuquerque. For more information, visit
www.ydinm.org/amistad-crisis-shelter.aspx or call 505-877-0371.

Casa Hermosa - Albuquerque
Casa Hermosa provides long-term housing for young people between
16 and 21 years old. They offer housing, crisis intervention, counseling,
recreational activities, life and social skills training, educational assistance,
job training skills, and other support services. They are located at 632
Chama SE in Albuquerque. For more information, visit www.ydinm.org/
casa-hermosa.aspx or call 505-212-7470.

Casa Q - Albuquerque
Casa Q provides safe living options and services for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and questioning (LGBTQ) young people between 14
and 17 years old. To get help, call 505-872-2099. For more information,
visit www.casaq.org.

DreamTree Project – Taos
The DreamTree Project provides an emergency shelter for young people
between 12 and 17 years old. They are located at 128 La Posta Road in
Taos. To get help, call 575-758-9595 or text 575-770-7704 any time. For
more information, visit www.dreamtreeproject.org/shelter.
The DreamTree Project also provides a long-term transitional living
program for young people between 16 and 24 years old. They offer
education and employment assistance along with life skills classes
and other support services. Apply online at https://dreamtreeproject.
squarespace.com/tlpapp. For more information, visit
www.dreamtreeproject.squarespace.com/transitional-living-program
or call 575-758-9595.
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My Friend’s Place Emergency Youth Shelter – Las Cruces
My Friend’s Place provides temporary housing and other support services
to young people between 12 and 17 years old. They are located at 880 E
Idaho Avenue in Las Cruces. To apply, visit www.fyinm.org/my-friends-place.

New Day Youth & Family Services Safe Home – Albuquerque
New Day’s Safe Home provides emergency shelter for young people
between 11 and 17 years old. They offer housing, life skills training, education
assistance, counseling, and case management. Safe Home is located at 2820
Ridgecrest SE in Albuquerque. To get help, call 505-938-1060. For more
information, visit www.ndnm.org/programs-services/safe-home.
New Day also provides a long-term transitional living program for young
people between 17 and 22 years old. They offer housing, education,
employment, counseling, and other support services. To get help, call
505-238-0147. For more information, visit www.ndnm.org/programsservices/transitional-living-program.

Youth Shelters & Family Services – Santa Fe
Youth Shelters provides emergency shelter for young people between 10
and 17 years old. They offer health, mental health, education, and basic life
skills assistance. They are located at 5686 A Agua Fria Street in Santa Fe.
To get help, call 505-438-0502.
Youth Shelters also provides a long-term transitional living program for
young people between 17 and 22 years old. They offer employment,
education, life skills, counseling, and other support services. They are
located at 4435 Airport Road in Santa Fe. To get help, call 505-955-1684.
For more information about all the programs at Youth Shelters, visit
www.youthshelters.org.

OTHER
2-1-1 New Mexico
2-1-1 can connect you with community resources and volunteer
opportunities. These resources include housing, food, clothing, physical
and mental health, employment support, support for persons with
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disabilities, and other services in your area. To get help, dial 211. For more
information, visit www.211.org.

Albuquerque Healthcare for the Homeless
Albuquerque Healthcare for the Homeless provides medical, dental,
mental health, and substance abuse recovery services to those
experiencing homelessness. They are located at 1217 1st St NW in
Albuquerque. To get help, stop by or call 505-583-7611. For more
information about their services and hours, visit www.abqhch.org/care.

I’d Eat That! Kitchen Internship – Albuquerque
The I’d Eat That! Kitchen Internship is a three-month paid internship
opportunity to develop skills to work in the food industry for young
people between 16 and 24 years old. Participants also receive mentoring
and instruction from professionals and community partners. For more
information or to apply, visit www.ndnm.org/id-eat-that.

New Day Youth & Family Services – Albuquerque
New Day provides a community-based child and adolescent behavioral
health treatment program for young people between the ages of 4 and 21.
Their services include individual and family therapy, group therapy, and
crisis intervention. For more information, visit www.ndnm.org/programsservices/counseling-case-management or call 505-260-9912.

New Mexico Workforce Connection’s Youth Services
The Youth Program provides tutoring, alternative education, summer
employment, occupational skills training, leadership development, support
services, adult mentoring, and comprehensive guidance counseling to
youth ages 14-21. For locations and more information, visit
https://www.employnm.com/youth.php.

Next Rainbow Generation – Las Cruces
The Next Rainbow Generation provides prevention, intervention, and
treatment services for young people who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
or transgender. They are a youth-driven support group that offers a safe
space for the LGBTQ youth community. For more information, visit
www.fyinm.org/next-rainbow-generation or call 575-556-1658.

Youth BLAST Drop-in Center – Albuquerque
Youth BLAST is a peer support drop-in center for young people between
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16 and 22 years old. They offer hygiene products, clothing, food, access
to computers, employment, medical, legal, behavioral health, and other
support services. The drop-in center is located at the Johnny Tapia Wells
Park Community Center, 500 Mountain Road NW in Albuquerque.
To get help, call 505-260-9912. For more information, visit
www.ndnm.org/programs-services/youth-blast.

Youth Development, Inc. Education, Employment and Training
Division – Albuquerque
Youth Development, Inc. (YDI) provides educational supports, alternative
education, and workforce development services to young people
between 14 and 24 years old. They are located at 6306 Central Ave SW
in Albuquerque. To get help, stop by or call 505-352-3469. For more
information on all of the education and employment programs provided by
YDI, visit www.ydinm.org/education-employment-and-training.aspx.

Youth Shelters & Family Services Drop-in Center – Santa Fe
Youth Shelters Street Outreach Program provides a drop-in center for young
people 21 years old and younger. They offer showers, hot meals, laundry
facilities, computer and phone access, and a safe space to connect with
others. They are located at 402 St. Francis Drive in Santa Fe. The drop-in
center is open Monday-Thursday 10am-5pm, Friday 10am-4pm, and Sunday
12pm-4pm. To get help, stop in or call 505-988-2652. For more information
about all the programs at Youth Shelters, visit www.youthshelters.org.
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