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Youth in detention are removed from settings that matter: their homes, schools, and communities. Without 
those supports, children develop higher rates of depression, anxiety, and other mental health conditions, 
and they lose access to educational opportunities. Once released, youth who spent time behind bars are 

more likely to disengage from school and become system-involved in the future. 
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More than 1 in 5 children awaiting adjudication spend time in pre-trial detention.1 
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1 in 3
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Youth of color are 
detained 1.5 times 
more than white 
youth91.5x
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The National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to promoting 
justice for all children by ensuring excellence in juvenile defense. NJDC provides support to public defenders, 
appointed counsel, law school clinical programs, and non-profit law centers to ensure quality representation 
in urban, suburban, rural, and tribal areas. NJDC also offers a wide range of integrated services to juvenile 
defenders, including training, technical assistance, advocacy, networking, collaboration, capacity building, and 
coordination. To learn more about NJDC, please visit www.njdc.info.


